F.No. M-21012/9/2024-TECH
Government of India,
Cabinet Secretariat
National Authority Chemical Weapons Convention

1% Floor, Rashtrilpati Bhavan,
New Delhi, dated 9™ April, 2026

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Call for nominations for the Symposium on Women in Chemistry at OPCW Centre
for Chemistry and Technology, the Netherlands, from 28™ to 29t October, 2026 —
reg..

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a copy of the TS Note No. S/25156/2026
Dated 30" March, 2026, received from Technical Secretariat, Organization for Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons (OPCW), seeking nominations for the aforesaid symposium which is going to
be held online for the citizens of OPCW Member States.

& The symposium aims to strengthen the skills of women professionals working in the field
of chemistry and to highlight the contribution of women to the implementation of the Chemical
Weapons Convection and in the field of peaceful use of chemistry. Further, the event is aimed at
enhancing awareness regarding existing opportunities tor women professionals to strengthen their
capacities and expertise within the field of chemistry.

3 In view of above, nomination of suitable and experienced officer, fulfilling eligibility
criteria along with relevant documents as per the above TS note may be sent to this Office latest by
19" April, 2026 through the National Authority — CWC online portal — OPCW Training
Management System (https://nacwe.gov.in/tms/) with strict adherence to the “Revised Guidelines
for OPCW sponsored events” issued and hosted on the National Authority — CWC website.

4, The Head of the concerned Department/Organization may also certify that the applicant
is clear from vigilance angle and no departmental proceeding against the nominee is contemplated
or inquired into. Further, it may also please be ensured that nominated individuals have good
command of English, both written and oral.

5. This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.
Enclosure: As above \%\“\\}
(Vivek Prakash)
Under Secretary
Tel: +91-11-23015528
Email: us-nacwc@gov.in
To,

1. The Director, Institute of Pesticide Formulation Technology (IPFT), Udyog Vihar, Sector-
20, Gurugram-122016, Haryana

2. Director (Revenue Laboratories) (Addl. Charge), Central Revenues Control Laboratory
(Headquarter), Hill Side Road, Pusa New Delhi- 110012,

3. The Director, Defence Research & Development Establishment (DRDE), Jhansi Raid,
Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh-474002

4. The Director General, CSIR & Secretary DSIR, Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research Anusandhan Bhawan, 2 Rafi Ahmed Kidwai Marg, New Delhi-110001
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The Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), Krishi Bhawan,
Raisina Road, Opposite Rail Bhavan, New Delhi, Delhi 110001

The Chairman, University Grants Commission (UGC), Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New
Delhi-110002

The Director General, Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), Post Box No.4911,
Ansari Nagar, New Delhi- 110011

The Director, Ind:an Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore Karnataka-560012

The Director, National Physical Laboratory, Dr. KS Krishnan Marg, Pusa, New Delhi
110002

The Chairman, University Grants Commission (UGC), Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New
Delhi-110002 '

The Director, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Homi Bhabha Road, Colaba,
Mumbai, Maharashtra-400005

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Indore, IET-DAVV Campus: IIT Indore (IITI),
M-0Block, IET-DAVYV Campus, Khandwa Road, Indore, Madhya Pradesh-452017

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Jodhpur, Old Residency Road, Ratanada,
Jodhpur, Rajasthan-342011

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Kanpur, Kalyanpur, Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh-
208016

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Kharagpur, Kharagpur, West. Bengal-721302
The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Madras, IIT Post, Chennai, Tamil Nadu-
600036

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Mandi, PWD Rest House, Near Bus Stand,
Mandi, Himachal Pradesh-175001 :

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Patna, Navin Government Polytechnic
Campus, Patliputra Colony, Patna, Bihar-800013

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Roorkee, Roorkee, Uttrakhand-247667

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Banaras Hindu University(BHU)- Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh-221005

The Director, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, Karnataka-560012

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology, Bhubneshwar, Samantapuri Rear Side of Hotel
Swosti Plaza, Bhubmeshwar, Orrisa-751013

. The Director, Defence Research & Development Establishment (DRDE), Jhansi Road,

Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh-474002

National Chemical Laboratory (NCL), Chemical Laboratory, Dr. Homi Bhabha Road, Pune,
Maharashtra-411008

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology- Bombay, Powai, Mumbai, Maharashtra-
400076 '

The Director, Indian Institute of Technology-Delhi, Hauz Khas, New Delhi-110016
MSME Testing Centre (NR), Shahid Capt. Gam Marg, Okhla, New Delhi-110020

MSME Testing Centre (WR), Kurla-Andheri Rd, Saki Naka, Mumbai-400072

MSME Testing Centre (SR), 65/1 GST Road Gundi, Chennai-600032

MSME Testing Centre (ER), 111 and 112, BT Road, Kolkata-700108



OPCW Technical Secretariat

S/2516/2026
30 March 2026
ENGLISH only

NOTE BY THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
FOR THE SYMPOSIUM ON WOMEN IN CHEMISTRY

OPCW CENTRE FOR CHEMISTRY AND TECHNOLOGY, THE NETHERLANDS

28 AND 29 OCTOBER 2026
BACKGROUND

The Technical Secretariat of the OPCW (the Secretariat) wishes to inform Member
States that the 2026 edition of the Symposium on Women ir. Chemistry will be held
on 28 and 29 October 2026 at the OPCW Centre for Chemistry and Technology
(ChemTech Centre) in Pijnacker-Nootdorp, the Netherlands.

The Symposium, along with the basic analytical chemistry course for women, is part of
the OPCW “Women in Chemistry” initiative, which aims to strengthen the skills of
women professionals working in the field of chemistry and to highlight the contribution
of women to the implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention and in the field
of peaceful uses of chemistry.

The objective of the Symposium is to showcase the profound and multifaceted
contributions of women in the realm of peaceful uses of chemistry, while fostering
international solidarity and collaboration among participants. Further, the event is aimed at
enhancing awareness regarding existing opportunities for women professionals to
strengthen their capacities and expertise within the field of chemistry. Finally, the
Symposium provides a platform for participants to discuss specific issues and successes
pertinent to gender mainstreaming and the empowerment of women in the field of
chemistry within Member States of the OPCW.

The two-day Symposium will consist of thematic presentations and discussions where
experts will share their experiences in identifying opportunities for career growth,
training, and certification, as well as the added value of gender diversity in different
roles and functions related to chemistry.

The Symposium will be held in a hybrid format with both a global and a regional
component. On day 1, selected participants from OPCW Member States from the
Eastern Europe region will attend in person, while global participants will be able to
join the sessions online. On day 2, the Symposium will be reserved for selected
participants from OPCW Member States from the Eastern Europe region.
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
The in-person component of the Symposium is open to candidates who:
(a) are citizens of OPCW Member States in the Eastern Europe region;

(b)  have a minimum of a first degree (BSc or equivalent) in chemistry, chemical
engineering, or related disciplines from a recognised university or institution;

(c) have professional working experience in academia, science and technology
institutions, chemical industry, industry associations, or regulatory or
promotional agencies; and

(d) have had previous engagement in gender mainstreaming or women’s
empowerment initiatives or related activities (desirable).

The online component of the Symposium is open to candidates who:
(a) are citizens of OPCW Member States;

(b)  have a minimum of a first degree (BSc or equivalent) in chemistry, chemical
engineering, or related disciplines from a recognised university or institution;
and

(¢)  have professional working experience in academia, science and technology
institutions, chemical industry, industry associations, or regulatory or
promotional agencies.

The Symposium will be conducted in English, and no interpretation will be provided.
Candidates should therefore have proficiency in both written and spoken English.
Any candidate who is found not to meet this basic requirement may be disallowed from
continuing their participation in the event.

SELECTION PROCEDURE

Applications will be carefully screened based on the criteria specified in paragraphs 6
to 8 above.

Member States are welcome to nominate participants for whom sponsorship is not required.

Personal information provided in the application must match the details as shown in the
passport, as this information will be used for the issuance of flight tickets should an
application be successtul. Participants are responsible for ensuring the accuracy of their
personal information. Any inaccuracies may result in exclusion from the Symposium,
or additional charges that will need to be borne by the participants.
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SPONSORSHIP

Sponsorship is available to only a limited number of participants attending the
Symposium in person. The Secretariat will select the participants based on their
qualifications and experience. Only sclected candidates will be notified by the Secretariat.

All applications must be digitally endorsed by the National Authority of the
candidate’s country through Eventus—the OPCW event management system
(https://apps.opcw.org/eventus).

For sponsored participants, the Secretariat will cover the costs of travel and medical
insurance and will provide a limited subsistence allowance to cover meals and sundry
expenses. The Secretariat will also arrange and pay for the accommodation of
sponsored participants.

The Secretariat will not cover costs related to medical assistance. Participants applying
for the on-site component of the Symposium should ensure they are able to travel to
attend the event in person. All participants taking prescribed medication should arrive
with supplies sufficient for the duration of the event.

When making travel arrangements for sponsored participants, the Secretariat will seek
the most economical options, purchase tickets, and send them to the participants.
Participants are required to arrive no earlier than Tuesday, 27 October 2026 and to
depart no later than Friday, 30 October 2026. The Secretariat’s agreement is required
for any changes to the arrival and departure dates. The Secretariat will not cover
expenses that are not related to the Symposium or that result from unauthorised
changes to the travel arrangements. Sponsored participants must bear all costs resulting
from changes they make, including cancellations, once the Secretariat has purchased
tickets. Participants who are not sponsored are requested to make their own travel and
accommodation arrangements.

Participants are requested to obtain any necessary visas, including transit visas, as may
be needed before travelling to the Netherlands. When applying for an entry visa, they
should present the relevant Embassy or Consulate of the Netherlands in their country
of origin with a copy of the acceptance letter from the OPCW.

APlPLICATION PROCEDURE

Candidates are invited to submit their applications through Eventus. Applicants must
first create an account and then register for the event (https://apps.opcw.org/eventus).

Only applications endorsed by the National Authority or Permanent Representation of
the country of citizenship of the candidate will be considered. Only selected candidates
will be notified by the Secretariat.

Applications must be submitted to the Secretariat no later than Friday, 24 April 2026.
Additional information may be obtained from the International Cooperation Branch of
the International Cooperation and Assistance Division via email (icb.cvents@opcw.org).
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